
  
Update   from   the   Superintendent   
  

To: Parents   and   Guardians   

From:   Bill   Husfelt,   Superintendent   

Date:   January   10,   2021   

  
I’m   not   looking   for   an   argument   and   so   I’m   not   going   to   tell   you   whether   or   not   I   personally   plan   
to   take   the   Covid-19   vaccine   …   my   personal   position   on   this   is   immaterial!   The   truth   is,   
however,   vaccines   have   been   a   part   of   our   lives   for   hundreds   of   years   and   so   the   advent   of   a   
Covid-19   vaccine   is   nothing   new.   For   as   many   years   as   we’ve   had   vaccines,   we’ve   also   had   a   
“great   debate”   about   them,   their   efficacy   and   whether   or   not   they   should   be   mandated.   

There   are   as   many   opinions   about   these   vaccines   as   there   are   people   in   our   community   and   I   
completely   respect   each   person’s   right   to   choose   what’s   best.   Personally,   I   plan   to   continue   to   
do   all   I   can   do   (mask   wearing,   lots   of   hand   washing   and   social   distancing)   to   protect   myself   and   
those   around   me   and   whether   or   not   I   get   the   vaccine   myself   is   irrelevant   to   the   conversation   
about   vaccines   in   our   community.   

Concern   about   new   vaccines   is   also   nothing   new   in   our   society.   While   I   was   recently   
researching   the   history   of   vaccines,   I   noted   that   Elvis   Presley   famously   got   the   relatively   new   
polio   vaccine   backstage   in   1956.   Photos   of   him   getting   vaccinated   were   sent   out   worldwide   as   
part   of   an   effort   to   allay   concerns   about   the   polio   shot.   Recently,   we’ve   seen   plenty   of   video   and   
news   about   politicians   and   other   world   leaders   choosing   the   vaccine   for   the   same   reasons.   

While   many   debate   the   necessity,   or   even   efficacy,   of   this   vaccine,   it   is   important   to   remember   
that   students   have   been   required   to   get   vaccinations   for   school   for   decades.   College   and   
universities   also   require   proof   of   vaccination   from   prospective   students.     

The   Covid-19   vaccine,   however,   seems   to   be   a   particularly   hot   topic   in   our   community   and   I’ve   
received   countless   calls   and   emails   from   parents   who   want   to   know   if   vaccines   will   be   required  
for   BDS   students   and   employees.   The   short   answer   is,   that’s   not   my   call.   The   longer   answer   is   
that   BDS   has   very   limited   local   control   regarding   the   operation   of   our   schools   and   our   
adherence   to   Covid-19   protocols   from   the   Department   of   Health,   CDC   and   the   Department   of   
Education.   

As   you   know   already,   the   Governor   and   Commissioner   of   Education   called   for   schools   to   close   
in   March   to   help   prevent   the   spread   of   Covid-19.   That   wasn’t   a   local   decision.   

We   opened   our   schools   for   brick   and   mortar   instruction   in   August,   again   at   the   behest   of   the   
Governor   and   Commissioner   of   Education   who   believe   firmly   that   “in   person”   instruction   is   the   



best   delivery   method   for   our   students.   Again,   the   decision   to   open   brick   and   mortar   was   not   a   
local   option.   

Furthermore,   as   we   implement   research-based   best   practices   for   preventing   the   spread   of   
Covid-19   we’re   always   working   with   our   local   Department   of   Health   and   CDC   guidelines   but   
we’re   also   fully   supported   by   the   DOE.   Quarantine   decisions   are   made   by   health   experts,   not   
BDS   teachers   or   principals,   and   decisions   to   close   classes   or   schools   are   made   with   the   same   
state-level   oversight.   

So,   I   say   all   of   that   to   say   that   I   don’t   believe   the   vaccine   will   be   mandated   and,   currently,   I   don’t   
believe   that   vaccines   will   be   pushed   out   through   our   schools.   HOWEVER,   those   decisions   could   
be   made   by   others   on   the   state   level   and   if   those   decisions   are   made,   BDS   would   be   bound   to   
honor   them.   

In   the   meantime,   while   those   who   want   to   be   vaccinated   wait   for   the   opportunity,   I’d   like   to   take   
a   moment   to   remind   you   about   the   importance   of   adherence   to   the   following   protocols:   

1. Please   keep   sick   children   at   home.   The   symptoms   for   Covid-19   are   varied   and   we   
cannot   just   excuse   a   runny   nose   as   a   seasonal   allergy   currently.   

2. Please   be   diligent   about   observing   quarantine   if   your   child   is   identified   as   a   close   
contact.   Your   child   may   not   have   any   symptoms   but   could   be   spreading   Covid-19   during   
quarantine.   He/she   should   be   at   home   as   much   as   possible.   

3. Please   stress   to   your   child   the   importance   of   mask   wearing   and   social   distancing.   We   
can   do   the   very   best   we   can   to   enforce   these   protocols   in   our   classrooms   and   schools   
but   it’s   all   for   naught   if   large   groups   of   students   gather   together   in   the   evening,   or   on   the   
weekend,   and   do   not   observe   any   safety   protocols.   

4. Please   make   sure   your   child   knows   the   importance   of   hand   washing/hand   sanitizing.   We   
have   ordered   thousands   of   gallons   of   hand   sanitizer   for   our   schools   and   we   strive   to   
ensure   it   is   readily   available   to   all   students   on   all   campuses.   

There   are   certainly   plenty   of   arguments   on   both   sides   of   the   vaccine   debate,   just   as   there   are   
when   it   comes   to   mask   wearing.   Ultimately   we   all   have   to   make   the   decision   that’s   best   for   us   
and   for   our   families.   While   I   personally   can   argue   both   sides   of   the   vaccine   debate,   I   don’t   
foresee   vaccinations   being   mandatory   for   our   students.   Again,   however,   decisions   like   that   are   
rarely   made   on   the   local   level.   If   you   do   have   strong   feelings   one   way   or   another,   I   always   
encourage   parents   and   guardians   to   reach   out   to   their   legislators   to   share   those   thoughts.   The   
people   you   elected   to   represent   you   in   Tallahassee   and   in   Washington   D.C.   need   to   hear   from   
you   and   reaching   out   to   them   is   a   great   way   to   ensure   your   voice   is   heard.   

By   the   way,   the   old   social   studies   teacher   in   me   is   always   reading   and   learning   and   if   you’re   
interested   in   following   a   history   our   vaccines,   you   can   find   a   great   timeline   at   
https://www.historyofvaccines.org/timeline/all .     

Stay   safe   and   God   Bless!   
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